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Fundación de los Ferrocarriles Españoles 
(Spanish Railways Foundation)

It manages railway archives, libraries, and museums, as well as the Greenways Program (Programa de Vías Verdes), publishes 
specialized literature, and organizes cultural and educational activities. To achieve its goals, it collaborates with national and 
international institutions, awards grants, and promotes projects that integrate railways into sustainable development.

Main objective: conservation, promotion, and dissemination of railway heritage, encouraging its awareness, research, and use in 
society.

Our patrons:



The beginnings of the 
Greenways Program

1993. Inventory of 

Disused Railway Lines

 

The Spanish Railways Foundation 
(F.S.P.) – Ministry of Transport and 
Sustainable Mobility

Commissioned by MOPTMA / Renfe and 
Feve – Green Network Plan (Plan Tejido 
Verde)

•7,600 km of disused lines
•954 stations
•501 tunnels
•1,070 bridges and viaducts

DISUSED RAILWAY LINES IN SPAIN



1994
Registration of the "Vías Verdes" trademark, whose use in Spain is legally 

restricted to former railway infrastructures repurposed as non-motorized routes.



Current map of the 
Spanish Greenways

What are greenways?

Disused former railway 
lines, or routes where 
trains never ended up 
running, transformed 
into sustainable, non-
motorized itineraries 
with gentle slopes that 
are accessible to all 
users."





An ideal resource for preserving railway 
heritage, fostering a mindset shift in 
society toward an active, accessible and 
non-motorized mobility, and improving 
citizens' quality of life.

They promote: active, accessible and 
sustainable tourism, respectful access to 
nature, cycle tourism, healthy outdoor 
activities, rural development, circular 
economy, environmental education...



Greenways, a model of 
good institutional governance Strong institutional

collaboration

Dual designation: Natural Trail Natural Greenway

Camino Natural Vía Verde

The key to the success of 
Spain's Greenways

Essential institutional collaboration across 
all levels of public administration—including:

 Ministries - Ministry of Transport and 
Sustainable Mobility, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food (Natural Trails Program)
Provinces, City councils, Inter-municipal 
association
ADIF, RENFE



Regional and Local
Involvement

All Autonomous Communities (exc. Canary Islands), Provincial 

Councils, more than 700 City Councils, Associations of 

Municipalities, and Consortiums, etc. 

They are responsible of:

Drafting of studies and construction projects
Securing land and property availability
Management, maintenance, and promotion of the Greenways

Greenways, a model of 
good institutional governance



Accessibility in 
Greenways

Are Greenways 
accessible?

YES

In principle, Greenways are accessible to everyone, but not to the same degree. 
Some are better adapted to high accessibility standards, while others are less so.



Accessibility in 
Greenways

Easy-to-use routes thanks to their 
railway origin – gentle gradients under 3-
4%. accessible to people with disabilities 
(wheelchairs, handbikes, adapted bikes).

Greenways are based on the principle of 
universal accessibility for all users: people 
with disabilities, seniors, pregnant 
women, and young children.

These routes allow users with diverse 
needs to explore territories and 
landscapes that would otherwise be a 
real challenge to travel.

Spain. 4,3 million people (10% of total 
population) + their families



Spanish Greenways, 
An award-winning programme



Accessibility in 
Greenways How do we build an accessible 

tourism product on Greenways?



Accessibility 
Projects

Greenways4ALL project : 

From the Accessible itinerary… 

… to the Accessible PRODUCT



Accessibility 
Projects

Greenways4ALL project : Lead partner / coordinator: 
• Fundación de los Ferrocarriles Españoles (FFE) (Spain)

Partners : 
• European Greenways Association (European level. Belgium).
• Plataforma Representativa Estatal de Discapacitados Físicos (Spain) 
• Fundación Vía Verde de la Sierra (Spain).
• Comunidade Intermunicipal da Região Viseu Dão Lafões (Portugal).

+ 3 SMES: 
• Accessible Madrid
• Astro Andalus
• Turismo Vivencial

Budget : 166.148,60 €
18 months (July 2016 - December 2017)
Co-funded 75%. COSME Programme

Good collaboration with Accessible Portugal



Accessibility 
Projects

Catalogue of accessible tourism products
in Greenways in Spain and Portugal

https://viasverdes.com/pdf/CatalogoGW4ALL_ENG.pdf
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Accessibility 
Projects

Check out the Project´s website here
Who are the partners?

STATE-LEVEL and 6 AUTONOMOUS PROVINCES

Public Entities: 
• FFE (Lead partner). State-level scope
• Impulsa Igualdad State level
• Junta de Extremadura
• Asociación Vías Verdes de Andalucía 
• Consorcio Vías Verdes de la Región de Murcia 
• Consorci Vies Verdes de Girona

SMEs:
• Rutas Pangea (Comunidad de Madrid)
• Turismo Vivencial (Andalucía)
• Mediterranean Bike Tours (Comunidad Valenciana)
• Asociación de empresarios de la VV del Aceite (Andalucía)

Budget: 779.420 €

Assessment of key ACCESSIBILITY needs 
and provision of experiences for everyone

https://experimenta.viasverdes.com/
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Accessibility 
Projects

Assessment of key accessibility needs.
Manager survey and recommendations
report

Offer of "Greenways Experiences for All"
Dissemination and materials across
multiple channels

Tur4All TRAVEL travel agency
Two Pilot Projects:
•Girona Greenways for All
•Extremadura Greenways for All

Accessible Tourism Conference and Blog 
Trip on Greenways. Ripoll. June 2025

Image bank / Photo library



Inventory of former 
railway stations"

Check out the Inventory

148 railway buildings refurbished with
new cultural and tourist services

https://viasverdes.com/estaciones/inventario/index.asp
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Examples of old railway station refurbished 
with cultural and tourist services



Other initiaves of accessibility in 
Spanish Vías Verdes

 

Series of 60 ONCE lottery tickets dedicated to Greenways

www.viasverdesaccesibles.es

https://www.viasverdesaccesibles.es/


Latest actions on accessibility 
across Greenways 

Montes de Hierro Greenway (Basque Country) Enhances Visual Accessibility
with Blind Explorer. 3D Audio Navigation: Uses binaural sound and acoustic 
augmented reality to guide users along a safe path without needing to view a 
screen.

Collaboration between the Andalusian Greenways Association and ASPAYM 
People with spinal cord injuries and severe physical disabilities

Val de Zafán Greenway and Girona Greenways –
accesible materials. Adaptation of Greenway 
sections for visually impaired people

Accessible Signage on the Plazaola Greenway (Braille and 
easy-to-read guides). Accessible old railway train station 
now Tourisy Office.



Miruna A. Calin
Técnico de Promoción de Vías Verdes

Gerencia de Vías Verdes
Fundación de los Ferrocarriles Españoles

mirunacalin@ffe.es

Muito obrigada!
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