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Greenways are communication routes reserved 
exclusively for non-motorised journeys, developed in 
an integrated manner which enhances both the 
environment and quality of life of the surrounding 
area.

These routes should meet satisfactory standards of 
width, gradient, and surface condition to ensure that 
they are both user-friendly and low-risk for users of 
all abilities.

Lille Declaration, 12th September 2000

By reusing disused or “recycled” infrastructure—such as former 
railway lines, towpaths, and historic heritage trails, including 
industrial heritage—they respond to increasing social demands, 
including access to nature and culture, ecotourism and active 
tourism, healthy outdoor leisure, and sustainable mobility, while 
contributing to the fight against climate change.



The European Greenways Association (EGWA) was 
created in 1998 in Namur, Belgium.

Siège exécutif – General Secretary: Fundación de los Ferrocarriles Españoles, 
C/Santa Isabel, 44 · E – 28012 Madrid – Spain

Siège social: rue Van Opré, 97, 5100 Namur – Belgium
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3 Colleges: National Authorities / Regional Authorities / NGOs

PORTUGAL: 3 Full Members - INFRAESTRUTURAS DE PORTUGAL IP PATRIMONIO - GESTÃO DE ECOPISTAS

/ COMUNIDADE INTERMUNICIPAL MINHO - LIMA / COMUNIDADE INTERMUNICIPAL ALENTEJO CENTRAL – CIMAC  

4 Associate Members - MUNICÍPIO DE VILA POUCA DE AGUIAR / CÂMARA MUNICIPAL DE VALENÇA / MUNICIPIO DE MONTEMOR-O-NOVO

/ COMUNIDADE INTERMUNICIPAL VISEU DÃO LAFÕES



The program ECOPISTAS started in 2001.

500 kilometres of greenways currently in use, out 
of a total of 1,000 kilometres of abandoned 
railway lines.

National Greenways Programs
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30,000 kilometres of greenways in 
Europe, of which around 20,000 
kilometres are developed on former 
railway lines, representing only about 
20% of all disused railway lines.

Portugal - Ecopistas 
exemplary program 
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EGWA Executive Committee (CODI)



EGWA Main Activities

➢ European Greenways Award 

➢ Conferences, Webinars, Events

➢ Insights: Best Practices Guides, Publications, Interviews

➢ Research & Collection of data / European Greenways 

Observatory

➢ European projects (eg. Greenways4Tour, Greenways Product, 

Greenways Outdoor, Greenways4ALL, Greenwasy Heritage, 

OurWay)

➢ Information exchange, networking, cooperation, expertise

➢ EU Lobbying and Partnerships 
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European Greenways Award 
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Networking, cooperation, advise, lobbying

Active Tourism Coalition (20 members)



Towards Transition Pathway for Tourism and the European Sustainable 

Tourism Strategy

➢ Together for the EU Tourism T4T Expert Group - Subgroup: Green Transition

➢ Targeted consultation on the European Sustainable Tourism Strategy

➢ Youth Policy Dialogue with the European Commissioner for Sustainable Transport and 

Tourism, Apostolos Tzitzikostas
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Targeted consultation on the European 

Sustainable Tourism Strategy
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How Greenways contribute the European Sustainable Tourism Strategy?

Greenways provide green infrastructure for sustainable transport, travel, and 
mobility
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How Greenways contribute the European Sustainable Tourism Strategy?

Greenways help address climate mitigation and environmental protection
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How Greenways contribute the European Sustainable Tourism Strategy?

Greenways support green transition in tourism sector and support local 
entrepreneurship
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How Greenways contribute the European Sustainable Tourism Strategy?

Greenways strengthen local communities and promote inclusion of women, 
youth, and disadvantaged groups
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Greenways on European platforms
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European Greenways 

a think tank and generator 

of creative ideas, initiatives and data 

for ensuring a sustainable future 

with respect for the environment, 

heritage and local communities.
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Photos - archives of EGWA Members and Partners:

PORTUGAL @Infraestruturas de Portugal IP Patrimonio
PORTUGAL ©Ecopista do Corgo
PORTUGAL Ecopista de Mora ©IP Patrimonio fot. Paulo Rodrigues
PORTUGAL ©Ecopista do Vouga
BELGIUM ©vennbahn.eu / fot. D. Ketz Am Grünen Kloster
BELGIUM ©ravel.wallonie.be
ITALY @Roma Capitale
LUXEMBOURG ©fot. Sophie Margue / Visit Guttland
SPAIN Vasco Navarro Via Vede ©fot. Mercedes Munoz Zamora / EGWA
SPAIN Spanish Railway Foundation ©viasverdes.com
SPAIN Via Verde del Ronquilo @fot. Dominika Zaręba / EGWA
SPAIN @fot. Rubèn Borràs / Consorci Vies Verdes de Girona
SPAIN ©Via Verde de la Sierra 
SPAIN ©Montes de Hierro
IRELAND @Royal Canal Greenway
IRELAND @Limerick Greenway
CZECHIA Labská stezka ©fot. Martin Spelda / Partnerstvi o.p.s.
POLAND Iron Greenway Żelazny Szlak Rowerowy @Stowarzyszenie Rozwoju i Współpracy Regionalnej OLZA
POLAND @fot. Dominika Zaręba / EGWA

Muito obrigada



20th May 2026


	Diapositivo 1
	Diapositivo 2
	Diapositivo 3
	Diapositivo 4
	Diapositivo 5
	Diapositivo 6
	Diapositivo 7
	Diapositivo 8
	Diapositivo 9
	Diapositivo 10
	Diapositivo 11
	Diapositivo 12
	Diapositivo 13
	Diapositivo 14
	Diapositivo 15
	Diapositivo 16
	Diapositivo 17
	Diapositivo 18
	Diapositivo 19
	Diapositivo 20

