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ERIH – WHAT IS IT? 

ERIH is the European Route of Industrial Heritage, a tourism 

network of the industrial heritage sites in Europe which are 

accessible by the public.

ERIH is the common link between them all. From disused 

production plants to industrial landscape parks and inter-

active technology museums.

Responsible of the ERIH network is a registered association 

based on German law. 

ERIH - European Route of Industrial Heritage e.V. 
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Why and how was ERIH created? 



ERIH – The genesis 

▪ In 1999 a small group of 

enthusiasts met for the first time. 

The idea: to build a European Route of Industrial 

Heritage 

based on the model of the Ruhr, Germany (Die Route 

der Industriekultur). 

▪ Masterplan 2003-2008 funded by INTERREG III B

▪ For the continuation of the network´s work, 

in February 2008 17 founder members founded 

a registered association named ERIH – European 

Route of Industrial Heritage e.V. 



AIMS OF ERIH  



AIMS OF ERIH  

Interpretation

• Show the European links of industrialisation and our shared 

European legacy 

• Tell people the story of índustrialisation and invite them on an 

exciting journey into European industrial history 

Promotion 

• Use the potential of industrial heritage tourism for local or 

regional economic development

• Establish “Industrial Heritage” as a European brand (ERIH) 

• Create an information platform for tourists, visitors

and experts 



AIMS OF ERIH  

Research and knowledge

• Contribute to research on the European dimensions of 

technology, social and cultural history of the industrial age

• Present the knowledge to a broad general public 

• Encourage the exchange of experience on a European level

Preservation

• Promote the preservation of industrial heritage sites

• Encourage industrial heritage sites to make a vital contribution 

in spatial planning by providing communities in transition with 

tangible evidence of their roots

• Raise the awareness that industrial sites are precious parts of 

our European history, culture and identity 



The structure of the ERIH network 



Anchor Points

Members

More than 350 members

in 28 countries: 

Anchor Points

Sites 

Corporate Members

Individual Members

Friends

Honorary Members 

MEMBERS of the ERIH ASSOCIATION
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• Over 2,000 sites in 50 countries

• 119 Anchor Points

• 21 Regional Routes

• 16 European Theme Routes

(42 sub routes)

• industrial history of 42 countries and 16 branches

• 180 biographies

- > 4.000 links

-> 2 languages (en, de)

The ERIH Network

www.erih.net



ERIH PROJECTS 



WORK it OUT 2020 

3rd edition



WORK it OUT  The idea 

INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE IS NOT RUSTY

• The industrialisation of Europe shapes our 

lives even today: no car without steam engine, 

no computer without electrification, no medical progress 

without laboratories.

• Also for young Europeans these connections are 

fascinating – they might even provide incentives for their 

professional careers.

In EYCH 2018, ERIH seizes the opportunity to inspire 

young people to discover their shared industrial legacy.



WORK it OUT 

The concept

• Kids and teens dance (Hip Hop) simultaneously at ERIH-

sites all over Europe to celebrate European Industrial 

Heritage 

• ERIH provides music, choreography and tutorial video, 

caps for the dancers 

• Photos and videos from the sites are posted by kids and 

teens on social media, all shared on our social wall 

#erihworkitout, www.erih-workitout.eu

• The result: Creation of a unique, lively, and unforgettable 

kaleidoscope of European industrial culture

http://www.erih-workitout.eu/


WORK it OUT Contest 2020 – Likes

on Facebook 



WORK it OUT 2020 

29 sites in 9 countries, 2,500 dancers 

More than 3.8 million people reached by social media campaign 

Link to the composite video: https://youtu.be/o4LiiijfkDU

https://youtu.be/o4LiiijfkDU


Exhibition LINKING EUROPE 



Exhibition „Linking Europe“ 
Exhibition

LINKING EUROPE 

• Identification of exhibits in different sites that show 

European connections (e.g. steam engine from Germany 

in Poland), Cromford, UK – Cromford, Germany

• The „link“ can be a machine, tool, common history, 

persons (entrepreneurs, inventors etc.) 

• The exhibit will be branded in the museum 

• The whole „collection of links“ will be shown as a virtual 

exhibition on the ERIH website



LINKING EUROPE at the sites



LINKING EUROPE on the website



Travelling exhibition

CHANGE WITH AN IMPACT 



Travelling exhibition 

CHANGE WITH AN IMPACT 



Travelling exhibition 

CHANGE WITH AN IMPACT 





Mobile version available

• 12 Roll-ups (1,20 x 2 meters) 

• Packed and shipped by ERIH 



Exchange programm

TWINNING OF SITES

• Coordinated exchange programmes

between two sites in Europe (ERIH 

Members) 

• Mutual visits in group up to three people

• Aims

• Getting to know eachother

• Exchanging experience

• Learning from eachother

• Establish long-term contacts

• Develop common projects





European Academy of Industrial Heritage

The Challenge: all sites in Europe face the problem to get

well educated staff

• The demand is special: Industrial heritage maintenance

and management is not the same as other cultural

maintenance and management

How does ERIH help? 

• Lectures at different European Universities

• Partnerships in Germany and Poland

• Master Thesis on „Volunteers´ management“  



ERIH Industrial heritage Barometer

• Annual online survey to measure the

economic impacts of industrial heritage

• ERIH members and other sites

• Realisation by Ruhr 

Regional Association

• In 2021 additional questions

about Covid-19 effects

=> Results on the ERIH website for download



Networking on European Level 



Networking on European Level 

• European Heritage Alliance 3.3 

– Network initiated by Europa 

Nostra 

• Cultural Heritage Forum –

Experts´ group for the European 

Commission

• Regular contacts to

organisations and associations

on European level

• Memorandum of Understanding 

with TICCIH 



ERIH – supported by the EU

▪ 1999-2000 INTERREG II

▪ 2003-2008 INTERREG IIIB

▪ 2010 EU Culture Programme 

▪ 2014-2017 EU Creative Europe 

Funding for European networks

▪ 2017-2021 EU Creative Europe – Funding  for European 

networks

▪ ERIH is one of 28 European cultural networks 

receiving funding from the Creative Europe 

programme. 

▪ Application for funding period 2021-27 planned



ERIH 2019 – Certified Cultural Route of the 

Council of Europe 
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Cultural Route of the Council of

Europe 





Communication, website, 

press works



ERIH Website

www.erih.net

Main communication tool and 

information platform for tourists, 

visitors and experts 

(120,000 visits per month)













ERIH facebook www.facebook.com/erih

2 posts per week

More than 9,000 followers

http://www.facebook.com/erih


Quarterly 

newsletter



ERIH e.V. - Organisation 



The organs of the association are: 

The Board of Management (volunteers) 

The General Assembly (all members).

Nominated national representatives.



Anchor Points

Members

More than 350 members

in 28 countries: 

Anchor Points

Sites 

Corporate Members

Individual Members

Friends

Honorary Members 

MEMBERS of the ERIH ASSOCIATION
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Membership Category Annual Membership 

Fees p.a.

Individual Sites 100 Euros 

Anchor Points 500 Euros 

Corporate Members 500 Euros 

Individuals 100 Euros

Friends of ERIH / no vote 25  Euros 

Who can become a member?



ERIH Annual Conference 2021 

Save the date:

The ERIH Annual 

Conference 2021 

6 to 8 October 

2021

ERIH Anchor Point 

Museum of

Industry 

Ghent, Belgium

and online 



Thank you for your attention!

For more information, please visit

www.erih.net

or contact us

info@erih.net

ERIH – European Route of Industrial Heritage

- Connecting Europe's Industrial Heritage


