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Goal: to accompany our audiences to 
get on their bikes to become daily 
cyclists

7 cities : Brussels, Namur, Liège, 
Ottignies, Gembloux, Anvers, Mons

115 employees

www.provelo.org

Tourism & events: means to reach a 
«user on free time» audience

Charlotte Massagé
Bike tourism project



Bike network signposted : 28 500 km
Local network: bike node (23 500 km)

Regional network: 3900 km

International network: 1150 km

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium – specifications



Pilgrims Route
5400 km  200 km in Belgium

Central Europe Route
5100 km  90 km in Belgium

Via Romea Francigena
3200 km  420 km in Belgium

North Sea Cycle Route
7000 km  90 km in Belgium

La Meuse à vélo 
1050 km  200 km in Belgium

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium – characteristics



EuroVelo 5 in Belgium – Cycle Route of the Year 2023

Award: 

• Februray 2023 in the Fair of Utrecht 

• By a Jury of journalists in the Netherlands

• Why? 
• Diversity of the route
• Services on the route
• Path only for bikers



EuroVelo 5 in Belgium – specifications



EuroVelo 5 in Belgium – specifications



100 % signposted
• Both directions
• Link with the regionals routes

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium – specifications



paths reserved for cyclists, walkers, horse riders and those 
with reduced mobility

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium – specifications



Services: label for cyclists

• Accomodation, establishments in the 
horeca sector, tourist attractions and 
museums, tourist organisations, 
producers and artisans, bike rental.

• Criteria: 5 km, secure and covered 
space free of charge, repair set and a 
first aid kit, information on the 
possibilities of eating a hearty meal, 
useful information on cycling networks 
and cycling services

 Essential to provide optimal service

X 3 labels in the country

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium – specifications



Governance model

NECC
NECC

NECC

NECC

NECC

NECC

NECC

NECC

NECCNECC

NECC

NECC since 2018
(National EuroVelo coordination centre)

Management Team
Fédération Européenne des 

cyclistes

Facilitate and coordinate 
the network of 
stakeholders in mobility 
and tourism in Belgium

Promote the EuroVelo
network in Belgium to a 
large public

Representing Belgian 
EuroVelo at European 
level 

TOURISM is a regional competence. NECC works nationally with the 3 regions and is therefore unique. The purpose is 
create the liaison and the exchanges between the 3 regions.



Support

• Supported by the 3 regions (tourism)
financial

• 2 meetings/year : planning, validation of 
actions…

• 2 people work in part time for the 
EuroVelo project

Governance model



Belgian webinar on Cycling Tourism

• Complicated to create an physical event
with the 3 regions

• Information about Belgium and 
inspirationnal stories from abroad

• this creates the link, informs people and 
federates a network of tourism and 
mobility stakeholders in Belgium 

Governance model

Facilitate and coordinate 
the network of 
stakeholders in Belgium



Newsletter of Bike Tourism

• For professionals of tourism and 
mobility

• Monthly

• Goal: to inform what’s
happening in Belgium in the 3 
regions

• Do you want it? 
eurovelo@provelo.org

Governance model

Facilitate and 
coordinate the 
network of actors 
in Belgium



Thematic workshops

• this brings together the 
stakeholders of tourism and 
mobility  of the 3 regions

• Highlight of specific problems

• 2022-2023: About services, 
monitoring

Governance model

Facilitate and 
coordinate the 
network of actors 
in Belgium



What about the infrastructure and 
maintenance? 

• NECC doesn’t work for the 
improvement of the 
infrastructure (by the region, 
province)

• NECC fieldwork using ECS 
(European Certification 
Standard) and reporting to 
regions

• Each region makes a lot of 
investment in infrastructure: for 
example in Wallonia: investment
of more than 4 millions in the 
infrastructure bike route used
by EuroVelo(surface of the path, 
new connection….)

Governance model



trilingual website
www.eurovelobelgium.be

EuroVelo Belgium at trade shows/Festivals/Events

EuroVelo Belgium flyers in 6000 copies

EuroVelo 5 press trip

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium - Promotion

Promote the EuroVelo
network in Belgium to a 
large public

http://www.eurovelobelgium.be/


Trilingual website www.eurovelobelgium.be

• Maps
• GPX
• Description of the routes by stages
• Services on the route (accomodation, bike 

rental, station…)
• Pictures
• Practical info
• News
• Tours (we propose some bike tours to 

discover the EuroVelo routes)

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium - Promotion

Promote the EuroVelo
network in Belgium to a 
large public

http://www.eurovelobelgium.be/


EuroVelo Belgium flyers in 6000 copies

Same template than the flyers of EuroVelo 19 
(flyers for LTMA EV19)

Promotional tools for professionals and for 
individuals

Not a big success (map to general) but useful
as business card (eurovelobelgium.be)

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium - Promotion

Promote the EuroVelo
network in Belgium to a 
large public



EuroVelo Belgium at trade 
shows/Festivals/Events

• To promote the EuroVelo routes

• Distributing of EuroVelo maps

• Informations about services

• Information about the regional routes 
and connecting with the EuroVelo routes 

• EuroVelo 5 in Belgium: Cycle Route of 
the Year 2023: argument

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium - Promotion

Promote the EuroVelo
network in Belgium to a 
large public



EuroVelo Belgium at trade 
shows/Festivals/Events: 
Inauguration EuroVelo

• In Brussels

• Make an event to highlight
each step forward

• To inform by press release (and 
relay by the regions)

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium - PromotionEuroVelo 5 in Belgium - Promotion

Promote the EuroVelo
network in Belgium to a 
large public



EuroVelo 5 press trip

• Great teamwork with the 3 regions (tourism= 
regional competence)

• 12 international journalists (articles in 
international press)

• the press trip allowed the acceleration of 
certain works: signposting etc.. 

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium - PromotionEuroVelo 5 in Belgium - Promotion

Promote the EuroVelo
network in Belgium to a 
large public



EuroVelo 5 in Belgium – Cycle Route of the Year 2023

Award: 

• International recognition and the best 
promotion (press, Utrecht Fair…)

• Increase of bike tourist in Belgium (for 
example: Dolce Via, Cycle Route of the Year
in 2021: 2 x more bike tourists)

• this visibility also shows the importance of 
bicycle tourism in terms of economy

• It’s a strong signal to the politic to invest in 
bike tourism and in cycling in every day life



EuroVelo 5 in Belgium – Cycle Route of the Year 2023

And the Future? 

• Higher budget
• Monitoring system 
• Improve the infrastructure, services
• Continue to professionalise and inform 

tourism and mobility stakeholders

Key to success: 
Step by step! 



More information? 

Charlotte Massagé (connect with ) 
eurovelo@provelo.org

mailto:eurovelo@provelo.org

